Spiders: Eight-Legged Wonders

Spiders, with their eight legs and intricate webs, have fascinated people for centuries.
These remarkable creatures play essential roles in the ecosystems they inhabit, and there's
more to them than just their appearance. Let's dive into the fascinating world of spiders.

Spiders belong to a group of creatures called arachnids. Arachnids
include not only spiders but also scorpions, ticks, and mites. With their
distinctive body structure, spiders are easy to recognize. They have two
main body parts: the cephalothorax (front part) and the abdomen (back
part).

There are over 48,000 different species of spiders worldwide, and
they come in various shapes, sizes, and colors. Some are tiny, while others, like the Goliath
bird-eating spider, can be as big as a dinner plate! Each spider species has unique
characteristics and behaviors.

One of the most amazing things about spiders is their ability to spin silk.
They use silk for a variety of purposes, such as building webs for catching
prey, creating egg sacs to protect their young, and even making "safety lines"
to help them climb and move around. Spider silk is incredibly strong, and some
types are even tougher than steel of the same thickness!

Spiders are known for their hunting skills. While many spiders use silk to
construct webs to catch flying insects, some are ambush predators that pounce
on their prey. For example, the orb-weaver spider creates beautiful, circular
webs, while the wolf spider chases down its food.

Spiders are often considered beneficial to humans because they help control insect
populations. By catching and eating insects, they assist in maintaining a balance in the
ecosystem. In some places, people even keep certain spider species, like the golden orb-weaver,
to help control pests in gardens.

While some people may be frightened by spiders, it's essential to remember that most
spiders are harmless to humans. Only a few species have venom that can be harmful. Spiders are
valuable members of the animal kingdom, and they have evolved unique adaptations that make
them fascinating subjects of study for scientists.
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1. What is the text structure of this passage?

description / cause and effect / compare and contrast / problem and solution / sequence

2. How many species of spiders are there? (highlight text evidence)

3. Spiders are arachnids, not insects. List some other arachnids. (highlight text evidence)

4. List some ways spiders use silk. (highlight text evidence)

5. Label the parts of a spider on the picture below.
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