The Mayflower: A Journey to a New World

In the early 17th century, a famous ship called the Mayflower set sail from England on a
remarkable voyage. The Mayflower is known for its historic journey, which had a significant
impact on the founding of the United States. Let's learn more about this remarkable ship
and the adventure it embarked on.

The Mayflower was not a massive, luxurious :
ship. It was a small, three-masted vessel that d 4
was about the size of a school bus. In 1620, it —
carried a group of brave Pilgrims, who were
seeking religious freedom, to the shores of
North America.

The Pilgrims, also known as the "Pilgrims of
Plymouth," faced many challenges on their
journey. They left England and traveled to the
Netherlands before setting sail for the New
World. During their voyage, they endured
stormy seas, harsh weather, and cramped
living conditions. The journey was long and
difficult, lasting for 66 days. &

Finally, on November 21, 1620, the
Mayflower reached the shores of what is now known as Cape Cod, Massachusetts. The
Pilgrims had originally aimed for Virginia, but strong winds had blown them off course.
Despite the unexpected landing, the Pilgrims were determined to make the best of their new
beginning.

The Pilgrims faced harsh conditions when they first arrived in the New World. Winter
was approaching, and they had to build shelters and find food in a land that was new and
unfamiliar. With the help of the Wampanoag people, who taught them how to farm and
survive in their new surroundings, the Pilgrims managed to build a community in what would
become Plymouth.

In the fall of 1621, after a successful harvest, the Pilgrims celebrated their first
Thanksgiving with a feast. This feast, shared with the Wampanoag people, is considered the
origin of the modern Thanksgiving holiday celebrated in the United States today.

The Mayflower's voyage and the Pilgrims’ journey to the New World are an important
part of American history. They remind us of the bravery and determination of those who
sought religious freedom and the enduring friendship between people of different cultures.
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1. What is the text structure of this passage? (circle all that apply)
description cause and effect compare and contrast

problem and solution sequence

2. Number the paragraphs in the passage.

3. How big was the Mayflower?

4. Why did the Pilgrims come to North America?

5. Who helped the Pilgrims survive when they first arrived?

6. Reread paragraph 5. Pick the definition below that matches the way the word "faced" was
used in the paragraph. definition 1 definition 2

faced

verh

1. To have confronted or encountered a particular situation, challenge,

or problem.

2. To have turned or directed one's attention, a certain aspect, or a

particular side toward something.
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